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Synopsis

This book examines the period leading up to the Hong Kong handover in 1997 - the 'countdown of
time’, and by using iconic cultural symbols such as the countdown clock, the Hong Kong Museum
exhibitions and cultural heritage sites, argues that China has undergone a transition to neoliberal
state, in part through its reunification with Hong Kong. The problem of synchronization with the
world, a Chinese phrase that epitomizes China’s engagement with modern capitalism since the first
Opium War, was characterized throughout the 20th century as a ’humiliation’, ‘weakness’, 'tragedy’
and 'disaster’, with China in the role of the victim of capitalist globalization. During the reunification
with Hong Kong, these conventional expressions were replaced by new ones such as
'de-humiliation’, 'return’, ’self-esteem’ and ’revival’. Hai Ren gives an ethnographic and historical
analysis of this cultural and political transformation of China’s globalization experience by looking
closely at public history practices in mainland China and Hong Kong and how the reconfiguration of
everyday life and cultural norms led to the development of this neoliberal China. As a book which
straddles Chinese and Hong Kong, history, politics, cultural heritage and museum studies more
generally, it can be regarded as a work of cultural political economy which will appeal to students

and scholars of all of the above.
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